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It is regretable that the only changes this year in the much-maligned 
general property tax are but matters of detail and administration. Massa- 
chusetts permits its tax commissioner to recommend a revision of the 
taxed valuation of undervalued property, which is to become operative 
if accepted by the local officials, but is subject to court revision. The 
same State permits the State to reimburse municipalities for the loss of 
taxes by the occupation of land by public institutions — a step whose 
wisdom is doubtful, since it is another case of the payment of State 
rebates to certain favored localities. Maryland provides for an entire 
revaluation of the taxable property of the State except in two counties 
and the city of Baltimore. Virginia requires separate valuations of 
timber owned otherwise than by the owner of the land. New Jersey 
taxes land used for the protection of a water supply at its value irrespec- 
tive of buildings and improvements. Mississippi exempts from taxa- 
tion for five years from the time of their construction all permanent 
factories located within its borders. 

After examining the mass of legislation which was put forth by the 
comparative few legislatures which met this year, and after noting how 
few of the acts on the subject of taxation show any real attempt to grap- 
ple with the difficult problems of the method of obtaining revenue, 
one is more than ever convinced of a lack of well-educated public opinion 
and of the need of conferences such as that of the International Tax 
Association to formulate and direct the needed reforms. 

Clement F. Robinson. 

Weights and Measures. While those, who are interested in forecast- 
ing to some degree the principal subjects to be considered in the various 
State legislatures which will meet in 1911, are expecting action in many 
of the States, particularly Indiana, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and 
Texas, on the question of weights and measures, a bill is already pend- 
ing before the United States Congress, known as the "Net Weight and 
Net Measure Bill." This bill, if it becomes a law, will provide for the mark- 
ing or labeling of food containers, by manufacturers or persons offering 
the same for sale, so as to show the net weight or net measure of the 
contents thereof, according to the United States standards of uniform 
weights and measures. 

The United States bureau of standards, which has been largely 
instrumental in keeping the matter of weights and measures agitated, 
in calling the first conference on the weights and measures of the United 
States, gave as the purposes of such a meeting, "to bring about uniformity 
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in the State laws and to effect a close cooperation between the State in- 
spection services and the national bureau of standards." These con- 
ferences, to which have come, as delegates from various parts of the 
country, men directly and indirectly interested in the subject, have been 
held annually in Washington since 1905. In addition to collecting and 
disseminating information, these conferences have formulated definite 
recommendations for federal legislation and suggestions for state action. 

Incidentally it is interesting to note how the question of honest 
weights and measures has been emphasized in the recent discussions 
and investigations on the broader question of cost of living. The recom- 
mendations of the Massachusetts commission on the cost of living 
embodied in its report, May, 1910, include the following: "The enact- 
ment of a law requiring that packages containing food products shall 
bear a label stating distinctly the amount of the net contents in units 
of weight, measure or commercial count"; and, in Ohio, in its report 
made April 15, 1910, the joint committee to investigate high food prices, 
in making its recommendations, urged that, "Laws should be enacted 
to prevent the robbing of the people by use of short weights and meas- 
ures." 

The standards of weights and measures law of New York, as amended 
in 1910, is perhaps the best example of an efficient weights and measures 
law embodying as it does so many essential features. It provides for 
complete conformity to the weights, measures, balances and other 
apparatus established as standards now or which may be so established 
in the future by the United States government, with a further provision 
that any standard added by the State department of weights and 
measures shall be verified by the national bureau of standards. Units 
of length and surface, weight, capacity, bottles, and jars for milk, heap 
measure, measure for bran, number of pounds to the bushel, barrels of 
apples, quinces, pears and potatoes, are fixed, and provisions are made 
for standard casks for flour or meal, barrels for beef and pork, bales for 
hops and hay, cans and jars for canned goods, etc., etc., and markings of 
the same. 

The system of inspection of standards of weights and measures extends 
from the State superintendent down through county and city sealers. 
The State superintendent has charge of the State standards of weights 
and measures which he shall submit once in ten years to the national 
bureau of standards. He has supervision over the standards of cities 
and counties, which he shall inspect at least once in two years and which, 
once in five years, shall be compared with the State standards in his 
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keeping. Any citizen, firm, corporation or educational institution of the 
State may call upon the superintendent of weights and measures to test 
any weights or measures used as standards in the State. It is his duty 
to test at least once annually all scales, weights and measures used in 
institutions under the jurisdiction of the fiscal supervisor of State 
charities and, further, at the request of said officer, to appoint one or 
more employes of any of such institutions to check the receipt and 
disbursement of supplies. 

The county sealers are appointed by the boards of supervisors. The 
county sealer's duties of inspection and supervision of standards of 
weights and measures are similar in his province to those of the State 
superintendent in his. In addition to making an annual report to the 
board of supervisors, each county sealer makes an annual report to the 
State superintendent of weights and measures. 

City sealers are appointed by the mayor with the approval of the com- 
mon council. They perform in their cities the duties of and have like 
powers as county sealers in counties. The provision for city sealers, 
however, does not apply to New York City. 

Both county and city sealers are salaried officers, the board of super- 
visors to determine the salary in the case of the county sealer, and the 
board or body authorized to determine salaries of city officials, to deter- 
mine the salary in the case of city sealer. 

Ethel Cleland. 



